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2021 STAFF CONTIBUTERS
ALEC BARTELL is a dual major in philosophy and creative
writing. He was born in Lynchburg, Virginia, but has since lived all
over the United States, finding Missoula a home for his undergraduate
education. He is typically found writing poetry or fiction, exploring
artistic projects, or learning Japanese. Inspiration comes to him through
interacting with the theoretical realm on a pragmatic and personal level.
MADDELYN BLACK is a business major and English minor with a
focus in creative writing. She is from Helena, Montana but now resides
in Missoula, Montana. She loves writing--usually fiction-- but writes
the occasional poem.
FRANCES BRAUNEIS is an undergraduate student studying
elementary education at the University of Montana. Born in Billings,
MT, Frances moved often when she was younger. From Montana, to
Oklahoma, to Tennessee, yet Montana is where she always seemed to
come back to. Now working to be a first grade teacher, Frances enjoys
reading, writing, and talking for hours on end in her free time.
WILL CLARK is from Jacksonville, Florida! He came to Montana
because he loves climbing and the mountains. He is getting stoked on
poetry, which is why the joined The Oval.
JEFFREY GUSTAFSON was born in Minot, ND, and currently
attends the University of Montana. He grew up in Skiatook, OK before
moving to and living in various Colorado towns (including two stints in
the illustrious People’s Republic of Boulder) for seventeen years. An avid
hockey fan and lapsed anime fan, Jeffrey has also been playing video games
since long before they became cool, thanks to his Granny and stepfather.
Officially, it’s all research for the next story...
ANDREA HALLAND is a junior studying journalism and English
literature at the University of Montana. Her ever-growing love of
grammar and writing, and her eye for detail have put her on a career
path toward editing. In her spare time she enjoys reading in a comfy
chair with her cat or hiking with her dog and husband.

ABIGAIL HOGAN is a junior at the University of Montana pursuing
a BFA in Creative Writing. They have a passion for writing poetry and
young adult fiction, and like to dabble in painting, photography, and
baking. Their friends know them for their extensive tea collection, their
love of The Little Prince, and their love for nature.
RIESE MUÑOZ, a creative writing and English education double
major, was born and raised in the lovely Fort Collins, Colorado, where
her love of reading and writing coincidentally grew up as well. Riese
likes to write poetry, novellas, and prose. She also enjoys rock climbing,
tarot cards, knitting, and the band ABBA.
MAX OWENS is a sophomore at the University of Montana pursuing
environmental studies. His inspiration to write poetry comes from
hours spent wandering in the woods and going on lake drives with his
friends, freestyling over basement made beats.
MELISSA PAULSEN is a junior in the BFA program for creative
writing and she minors in history. She is from Bigfork, Montana, but is
an avid Pittsburgh Steelers fan. She writes mostly fiction, but has been
known to write nonfiction essays and children’s books as well.
CASS SISSEL is a junior at the University of Montana studying
English and studio art. She has aspirations to become an editor and
work with language for a living. When she was grounded in high school
it was from reading, and she considers her happy place to be anywhere
under the stars next to a nice tree.
CAROLINE TUSS is a creative writing BFA student working
towards a minor in nonprofit administration. Raised in Havre, MT,
she is fascinated with how rural attitudes can interact in fiction as well
as playwriting as a medium for subversion. She is making an effort and
doing her best.
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